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Dear Parents,
I’m pleased to let you know that our class will be participating in ePals Global Community, the 
world's largest network of K-12 classrooms.  On ePals, as a class, we can safely connect and 
collaborate with classrooms in more than 200 countries and territories.  We will be using ePals 
to increase global awareness, teach digital skills, and to develop collaborative-learning skills.  

Many teachers find individual ePals for their students, allowing them to form global 
friendships.  ePals also offers amazing student opportunities, including:

 participation in Smithsonian Institution events and contests,
 writing opportunities, such as being part of a Global Student Blog Team; and
 access to award-winning student magazines such as Cricket and Cobblestone.

I’d like to assure you that ePals is a very safe online community.  All student email goes 
through me – their teacher.  I can view and approve each message before it goes to your child, 
and each message that your child writes before it goes to his/her ePal.  Also, all online activities 
on ePals (forums, media galleries, blogs, wikis) are reviewed by ePals moderators, who verify 
that no private information is shared, no inappropriate language used. ePals doesn’t rely merely 
on filters.  This extra level of safety is indicative of the safety and security of this site.

ePals is accessible 24/7 from any computer. Students have their own log on information, and 
can connect, share content, access homework, participate in discussions and receive class 
information from any computer, anytime.  All of our participation on ePals (and yours too, 
should you desire—they offer parent accounts) is free.

The attached permission slip allows your child to participate fully in the ePals Global 
Community. Please sign and return to me.  I look forward to a great year as we literally bring 
the world to your child(ren) through ePals. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at lewisd@bedford.k12.pa.us. 
Thank you, 

David Lewis
6th Grade Social Studies Teacher
Bedford Middle School
(814) 623-4200 ext.2213
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